Welcome to the Gardens at Acara....

Fiona moved into the Acara property in October 2@ because of the oncoming hot summer (plants
cannot be moved during this extreme heat) andahevations that needed to be done to the house,
nothing was done or changed in the garden untiatliemn — April 2005.

Then the work started.

An irrigation system was put in place, which hagsibeen changed and expanded as the garden has
grown. Much needed compost heaps were built amtedtto fill...

Many plants were dug up and moved to more appri@ppiaces — such as more shaded areas, or areas
where there was better soil. Many plants were aull back to revitalize them.

In its current state, 3/4 of the garden is compatew —reclaimed from the exuberant Kikuyu grassiis
and weeds...

There are the following areas within the garden:
» Driveway area
* Top Garden (by the main house/stoep)
* The pool area and rose garden
* Vegetable patch/herb garden — leading to the viestgch and pond....
* Bottom garden next to the horse paddocks
* Pergola and pink/purple area...
* The yellow garden area
*  WillowTree Cottage garden area
* Wildflower meadow and tree field — alongside threan

The best time to visit the garden is in the spriagn November. The first 2 weeks in November are
normally when most roses are flowering, giving afpsion of colour.

Autumn is also a colourful time — April throughMay, when many of the trees are looking stunning) an
the plants are giving a wonderful show.

But there is something of interest, and certaiménfy of flowers all year long.

The following pages show you what you might semtarest — throughout the months of the year...

The property is almost 2hectares (approx 4 acnesige. The planted garden area is approximately
3,500m2, with large lawn areas, with the rest begjrags paddocks for the resident horses.

All the design in the garden has been done soleRidna.

Nodumo and Sikelela work in the garden here — betvtbem they work 8 days a week, also doing
maintenance and helping with all the tasks neededrt a guesthouse and smallholding! They started
working here in 2014 and 2015, Sikelela with n@mpgardening experience. Now they know a lot of the
latin names of the plants.

Please feel free to talk to Fiona or the gardeaedsask questions about the garden. They are imane t
happy to chat about their past — and future - ptsje

Fiona is also Chairlady of the Stellenbosch Hoftigal Society, so she has plenty of ideas forigrea
gardens to visit in the area!

Continued overleaf...



JUNE

The start of winter. Most of the autumn leaves eoldurs have finished, and most vineyards are bare...
The last of the salvias are flowering, and thélitias are starting to come into flower — theyl\ibwer
through the winter months...

We have 2 Nelson Mandela strelitzias in the gardgellow rather than the common orange colour.
The lemon trees are normally weighed down withtfrubut they normally bear throughout the year too...

The arum lilies (indigenous) are starting to flowethe streams — they love boggy feet, and thsovaas
(also indigenous) are flowering...

The flowers that look like snowdrops are actuadliled leucojum — or known as snowflakes here intisou
Africa.

The weather here is too cold for tulips — if garelsnwvant them to flower, they must be placed in the
freezer for a short dormancy period! It's also weerm here to grow peonys — another plant | missifro
Europe!

Our olive tree in the driveway is normally bearingjt this month too.

JULY

The vines, the bougainvilleas and the roses amaalbyr pruned this month.. Sometimes the roses (and
bougainvilleas) are still flowering and it seemshame to prune them. But they need it — espedfalig
want a great show of flowers in October/November.

We also prune the lochroma cyancum ‘Violet Chutbis month — it's in the central bed in the bottom
garden. Originating from the mountains of Ecuatius tender plant needs pruning back each year — it
easily reaches 6feet or more!

The Cape Honeysuckle (Tecomaria capensis) — thewlay hedge of orange flowers, (but can be yellow
or red), is flowering now, and throughout wintets breat as it encourages sunbirds into the garden

The aloes are starting to flower. There are 3 plantthe driveway, a few above the pool arearas/
more in the vegetable patch...!

The wisteria is dormant and looking rather bardl{gmvegetable patch and above the archway). This
bursts into flower in October.

The kniphofias in the stream by the stepping st@mesn full flower — the birds also love these!
The pink argyranthemum’s by the pool are also ntynh@oking their best in this cooler weather.

The Japanese quince (Chaenomeles japonica) ifl ffofuer - in the top garden... and the mulberryetre
in the driveway normally has it's first fresh grdeaves now — a wonderful sign that spring is &wiay!



AUGUST

Normally, together with September, this is the esttime of the year.
The almond trees alongside the boundary in thetabigepatch are covered in blossom (the squirrels
normally steal the almonds before we get a chambartvest them!)

The arum lilies (zantedeschia’s) are coming intwobhi — all along the streams and banks. They age lik
weeds here — coming up where we don’t expect and dant them!© They are the envy of our
European visitors though!

The argyranthemum'’s are still flowering, as are @aiffodils! The various abutilons are also normall
looking great at this time of year. There is ansual white (with orange stamens) under the largkete
philodendron — in the yellow garden.

Our flowering plum (prunus) flowers briefly withsitelicate and pretty pink blossom — close to the
sundial.

The jasmine is in full flower and smells lovely leragside the swimming pool, and the osteospermums a
flowering their little socks off — they give a FAMBTIC show of colour this month.
We also have a couple of lovely hellebore’s — gy/fitst bridge...

SEPTEMBER

Spring is here! Many trees already have theirdeaand everything is looking wonderfully fresh and
green.

The various pelargoniums are flowering. Did you\kmmelargoniums are indigenous to South Africa?
We have many types including the peppermint pelatgo tomentosa

The roses are already growing fast — and some eady such as the Banksia roses and Just Joey are
starting to flower. Others are making their buds...

The clivias are in full bloom and the verbena readly starting its long flowering season. The Odpg
spirea is a flush of white confetti and the wistas in full swing — it looks lovely against thellgav of the
canna’s and variegated plants in that area.

The iris — purple, burgundy and yellow are flowegias are the crocosmia’s and the arum lilies noetto
provide their wonderful freshness.

You'll also most likely see the leaves of the figldbod by the pool turning yellow/orange...

OCTOBER

Springtime — the start of the year, and the guessan!

This is our hectic time in the garden! Getting fanidied, planted, moved, composted.

Last year, we had torrential downpours — and | nteaential — with localised flooding. The bottom
garden was almost washed away. It was certainlgmuatdeast 2 inches of water. We also had hakston
which flattened many plants! But in between thevdpours, we also had beautiful clear sunny days, an
the roses are fresh and colourful, and the grekeal ine new growth in the garden is incredible.

This year however we have a severe drought, angatten in turn has suffered. Spot watering thgelar
plants has mostly saved them, but there have deerstino seedlings this year.

The list of plants of interest is too great to.IBut | love seeing the iris in flower, and the tt®brush

plants — both the common red, and the rarer pimkdls. We even have a few early agapanthus in flowe
Limonium perezii has started to flower too...

It's also at this time of year that we start to tpet vegetable patch in full swing. Beans haveadlyebeen
planted (and hopefully survived the snails and gaifowl eating the young leaves!). Our herbs a#ist
into growth, and we have normally started sowingdseof rocket and basil for the coming months. We



normally have carrots, lettuce, cucumbers and pspgelli's on the go too. And of course, the tooes
seed themselve®

NOVEMBER
Late Spring — the best time of the year to visét glarden

All roses are full bloom! Spraying for black sptdrss — this is thenly thing we spray for in the garden.
Clematis are flowering. There is a Clematis Montanthe vegetable patch above the stone seat, siltsng
the Makaya Bella and Wedding Garland rose.

We have several varieties of lavender in the gardiemown here as English, French, Australian, \ge al
have pink, green, and white forms, along with theshder that they normally use for oils and scekive.
also have a large tea-tree bush — the type usddddree oil (an antiseptic). It is normally il filower in
November.

The many fuschia’s, hydrangea’s, lychnis coronaml impatiens are also in full flower now

DECEMBER

The agapanthus down the driveway is flowering daadiag to turn heads. There are small, tall andevh
agapanthus dotted around the garden too. The taagetaller than me at 5’11! (1.79m) (along thavet
pathway past the yellow garden!)

JANUARY

| was too busy to write up about this month(!) Bete is what | remembe®

The hemerocallis (day lilies) are flowering — wevda selection in the garden, the normal and tliesp
varieties — please ask for their names!

FEBRUARY

This is the driest time of the year, with harsh sunishine and desiccating winds. It is a tough fon¢he
garden and our irrigation system is essential! peip and sprayers are checked meticulously, asfoe
plants, even one day without water is a death warrgor colour, this is also a difficult time oégr. The
bougainvillea’s often still have some flowers, thg main stars are the dalia’s, verbena and (soose}.
The icebergs especially continue to provide a show.

The indigenous plumbago — we have the blue andeviiims, also are in full flower.

Most of the agapanthus have finished floweringhwliteir architectural seed heads looking so réyyal.
cut these off reluctantly, they look so wonderhut by cutting them off, they do improve the flownegy
ability for following years.

In the evenings, the moonflowers, the brugmansiasé call them datura’s) provide a wonderful scent.
We have a cream one with single flowers in the tadge patch and one with cream double flowers close
to the stoep of the main house.

The vegetable patch is also looking rather emyt i@ now too hot for most plants — lettuces,em

beans and fennel having gone to seed. We keepeharmo, thyme and lemon grass trimmed back to keep
it neat. Our baby tomatoes are favourite at thietof year — they seed themselves all over theegard
(unfortunately!), but we just keep 3 or so plawntgitze us plenty of warm, sun-ripened tomatoesHer
summer months... Yun®

We often have potatoes on the go at this time af t@, and maybe a few cucumbers and squash...
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MARCH
March lilies, salvias, roses, the lawn is lookinlgtée tired (with the intense heat), restios, sg@s
miscanthus, penta’s, bouganvillea’s

APRIL

Ginko tree — buttery yellow leaves in Autumn.
Liguidamber styraciflua — gives wonderful autumd feliage. Various types of plectranthus are also
looking wonderful around the garden.

MAY

Still a lot of Autumn colour around. Many roses satiél flowering, before the colder weather cautesn
to hibernate and their leaves to drop. The grassekoking at their best now. Our Sedum spectaée
normally flowering now, and the bouganvillea’s setentike the cooler weather too. Our plumbago
continues to flower, looking so pretty in blue aislo white. Our many dahlia’s are also in full fiaw
(stilll).

Due to the amount we need to prune, we start ajr@@ti some plants now... It takes a while to do
everything in the garden!

We also prepare for our winter storms — the fishmally rolls in around Easter, or towards the ehd
May.



Unusual / General Interest — throughout the year

Ginger plant — Zingiber officinale we have the egated form, it's close to the first bridge, on i
hand side. Large strap-like leaves.

Lemon grass — in the vegetable patch

Tillandsias — or air plants — in the WillowTreeascluding the old mans beard Tillandsia usneoid¥'s..
also have a staghorn fern (Platycerium), alsoénhllow tree.

Tea tree plant — in the vegetable patch, on thd hignd side of the gravel path.
Echeverias and aeoniums — normal and the blac&deadriety (Black Prince) — in pots.

We have a few different types of restios in thedgar— thamnochortus cinereus (x3) in the bottordeyar
by the horse paddocks,

In late August the dietes grandiflora start flowmgr and continue to do so right through summeriated
Autumn. They really are tough plants that contitaugive pleasure throughout most of the year, ntyma
giving an extra flush of flowers just after somanfall.

The HUGE alocasias (elephant ears) alongside tharstcontinue to amaze people with their size!

We also have a gunera (large serrated leaves) ggawithe stream. A few tree ferns about 8 feel hig
and a few banana plants — which regularly giveas/tbanana’s.

We have the plants commonly known in Europe asesgathnts here growing outside in the garden.
(chlorophytum comosum). Here in South Africa they lenown as “Hen and Chickensdl

Trees: Podocarpus henkelii (in horse field), syaiygcordatum — we have a few — dotted around in the
horse paddocks.
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agapanthus ..........
almond trees

bougainVilleas ............ooiiiiiiiii e 2
DrUgMANSIAS ... 4
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Cape Honeysuckle See. Tecomaria Capensis
CapPe MaAY ......coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e See spirea
Chaenomeles JapoNiCa ..........ccociviviiiiieemee e 2

Clematis MONtANA ...........uueiieeeeeee e 3

clivia miniata
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datura .....ooeeeieeeeee See brugmansia
day lilies........cccoviveeiieeeiiiiiii e See hemerocallis
dietes grandiflora
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hellebore ....................
hemerocallis

10CHrOMA CYANCUIM ...ttt 2

iris3
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Japanese qUINCe.......cccceeeeeveiuvrveernn See Chaenomeles Japonica
JASIMINE ...ttt e et e e e e e e s s etb bbb e aeeaeeeeannnees 3
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KNIPNOTIAas .....vvveiiiiiicc e 2
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JEIMON GraSS ...t a e e 4
LEMON GraSsS ...cooii i s 5
lemon trees
JEHUCES .t
JEUCOJUM Lo
Liquidamber styraciflua...........ccccevieiiciiiiieiie e 4
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Makaya Bella..........cccccvveeeennn.
monstera deliciosa
MOONFIOWET .....covvviiiieeeeeee e

MUIDEITY TrEE ..t e e e e e e r e e e e e
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pelargonium tOMENTOSA .......uueiiiieee i ceeeeee e 3
Platycerium ........cccccceeeeieiiiiiins

plumbago .......oooiiiii e

Podocarpus henkelii.............ccocuuviiiieaaes

POtALOES ...

prunus cerasifera nigra
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SBIVIAS ..ttt e
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SQUASK e a e e as
staghorn fern ..
strelitzias .........
Syzygium cordatum
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TEAIIBE e
Tecomaria capensis
thamnochortus CINErEUS............ceveiiiiiieee e, 5 W
TNYIME e

Tillandsia usneoides
Tillandsias
TOMALOES ...t
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zantedeschia’s
VEQELADIES ....vviiiiiii e 4



